of nematodes. Although conversion of the long trigger dsRNA (usually several hundred bp) into many 21-25 nt One of the many intriguing features of gene silencing siRNA fragments results in some degree of amplificaby RNA interference is the apparent catalytic nature tion, it appears that an additional mechanism is necesof the phenomenon. New biochemical and genetic evisary to explain the potency and self-sustaining nature dence now shows that an RNA-directed RNA polymerof RNAi observed in C. elegans (Fire et al., 1998). Since ase chain reaction, primed by siRNA, amplifies the RNA-directed RNA polymerase (RdRP) was one of the interference caused by a small amount of "trigger" genes identified through genetic screenings for RNAi dsRNA.

